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the importation only of unskilled contract
labor, A new law enacted in 1903 in-
cluded both skilled and unskilled contract
labor. Aliens are welcome to America for
the purpose of home-making and ultimate
naturalization; it was assumed, as reasons
for the passage of this law, that persons
reaching America under contract to perform
a certain piece of work would return home
upon its completion and while here would
deprive American citizens of deserved oppor-
tunity in like fields.
CONVICT LABOR, the system in force
in penitentiaries, of employing prisoners in
productive enterprises, in order to keep them
from idleness and to make them earn their
keeping. Several general plans are in opera-
tion in the United States. In the lease sys-
tem the convicts are leased to contractors,
who thereupon assume entire responsibility
for their care and safe-keeping. The con-
tract system is used in two different forms:
In one the state furnishes the material and
tools, the work being supervised by the con-
tractor; in the other, the piece-price system,
the contractor furnishes the tools and
material, the work is supervised by state of-
ficials and the finished product is bought at
a fixed price by the contractor. The chief
advantages of this plan are that the state
avoids risk of loss in selling the products, is
not compelled to make investment and fur-
nishes steady employment to its prisoners.
The objections, however, are many. It often
.interferes with prison discipline, it gives
the contractor an unfair advantage over his
competitors, and it probably tends to reduce
wages in the lines in which it is used.
The public account system is gaining
ground. All materials and equipment are
provided by the state; the work is also
supervised by the state officials, and the state
either uses or sells the product. The state-
use system is similar to the above, but the
products are used exclusively by the state.
Finally^ there is the public works and ways
system, whereby convict labor is used in.
public construction, as road making. The
public-account, state-use and public-works
systems are in most general use in America.
CONVOLVULUS, kon vol'vu lus, a genus
of slender, twining herbs with milky juice,
bearing' bell-shaped flowers. Some species
axe eotnmott weeds; others are cultivated in
gardens for their beauty, and still others have
fiferong medicinal properties. This genus
 gives the name to a large family of plants,
many of which are of great interest.
Related Articles.   Among-  the   members  of
this group are the following-;
Bindweed	Morning'-Glory
Podder	Scammony
Jalap	Sweet Potato
CONVULSION", kon vul'sliun, a contortion
of the muscles, also called spasm. Convul-
sions manifest themselves in many forms;
they are not a disease, but are a symptom
of disease. Violent twitchings of the mus-
cles and frothing at the mouth are character-
istic features of epilepsy (which see), and
facial jerkings accompany Saint Vitus's
dance. Then there are the familiar spasms
of infants, which often result from, indiges-
tion. Many cases of pneumonia, measles and
scarlet fever in babies start with spasms.
Dr. L. E. Holt advised the following treat-
ment for infantile attacks of convulsions:
Keep the child perfectly quiet with ice at
the head, put the feet in a mustard bath, and
roll the entire body in large towels which
have been dipped in mustard water, and have
plenty of hot water and a bathtub at hand,
so that the doctor can give a hot bath if he
thinks it advisable.
If the convulsions continue until the pulse
is weak, the face very pale, the nails and lips
blue, and the feet and hands cold, the hot
bath will bring" blood to the surface and re-
lieve the heart, lung's and brain.
The temperature should not be over 106° F.;
this should be tested by a thermometer if one
can be obtained. Without this precaution, in
the excitement of the moment, infants have
frequently been put into baths so hot that
serious and even fatal burns have been pro-
duced. If no thermometer is available the
nurse may plunge her arm to the elbow into
the water. It should feel warm, but not un-
comfortable. One-half a teacupful of pow-
dered mustard added to the bath often adds
to its efficacy.
CONWAY CABAL, ka bal', a conspiracy
organized among a group of officers in the
American colonial army in 1777, whose chief
object was the promotion of its members,
especially of General Horatio Gates to su-
preme command of the Continental Army.
The conspiracy took its name from its most
active member, Thomas Conway, and in-
cluded many prominent men, among them
General Charles Lee. Other more sturdy
patriots, as John and Samuel Adams, though
not intimately associated with the cabal, were
not averse to its purposes. It accomplished
much evil during its short life, but it was
finally crushed, when its dishonest methods
and its unpatriotic purposes were exposed*

